
Missed or Planning to Miss a Test or a Problem Set? 
 

Please read this document before requesting an exemption. 

Any documentation can be scanned and submitted via email. 

 

The only acceptable documentation for medical absences, whether personal or for a family 

member, is a complete SFU Certificate of Illness, with Section 1 filled out. You must see the 

doctor while sick, and on the exam date/problem set due date (or earlier, if the statement 

states that you can only return to studies/exams after the relevant date). 

 

In all cases, if you do not qualify for an exemption, you receive a ‘0’ for the work missed. 

 

Valid Reason for Missing a Problem Set or Lecture 

- Personal or family emergency (medical or accident): documentation required by the last 

lecture for this course 

Request an exemption only if you have missed at least two problem sets or at least three 

lectures for valid reasons; keep your documentation until then. The number of exemptions is 

the number of problem sets missed for valid reasons minus one (𝑥) and/or the number of lectures 

missed for valid reasons minus two (𝑦). Your problem set score is then adjusted by the factor 
3

3−𝑥
, 

and your MobLab participation score is adjusted by the factor 
10

10−𝑦
. 

 

Valid Reasons for Missing the Midterm 

- Personal or family emergency (medical or accident): documentation required within ten 

calendar days of the test 

- Documented reason that I approve at least seven days in advance (e.g. important event) 

If one of the above conditions is met, your score on the midterm is imputed based on your final 

exam score. This is done both for your total score and for your score on basic questions (for the 

fixed scale). 

You will not have the option to instead take a makeup exam. 

 

Valid Reasons for Missing the Final 

- Personal1 emergency (medical or accident): email the instructor within 24 hours of the 

start of the final AND provide documentation within 96 hours of the start of the final 

- Religious reason: advise the instructor during the first week of classes 

Please drop this course if you might miss the final for any other reason. 

You are eligible for a makeup only if: i) one of the above conditions is satisfied, AND ii) you are 

on track to pass the course, defined as having a D or better based on the midterm, MobLab and 

problem sets – the threshold will be announced before the final. 

You must also submit, with 24 hours of the start of this course’s final, a list of the other SFU 

courses that you are taking and the times of their final exams. The instructor chooses the time of 

the makeup, which can be any time that does not make you miss another SFU final or have three 

SFU final exams within a 24-hour period. You may therefore have to change your travel 

plans or your work schedule. Any misrepresentation will result in a grade of F or FD. 

                                                 
1 Family situations are not acceptable for missing the final unless they are medical and serious (e.g. not just a cold or 

common flu for non-infants) and unforeseeable (chronic illnesses, e.g. cancer, qualify only in case of major news). 


